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Mr. PRESIDENT, 


HE Queſtion befors us is, Have © e Me- 
thodiſts done moſt Good or Evil? Now 


chis ſuppoſes, firſt, That they bave done both 


good and evil, otherwiſe it would be abſurd to 
enquire which they have done moſt of; and, 


ſecondly, it ſuppoſes, That they have done both 


in nearly the ſame degree; otherwiſe it would 


not admit of any diſpute, much leſs of one ſo 
large“ as this we are now engaged in. This 
then being the true ſtate of the Queſtion, I un- 


dertake to demonſtrate that it is both ablurd 


and blaſphemous. 


And, firſt, It is abſurd; For it _” that 
the ſame fountain ſends forth bitter water and 


ſweet; that the ſame tree bears good and evil 


fruit: and that they both do this in nearly the 
fame degree. Beſides, it totally deſtroys that 


SEES : 
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rule of judging given by our Lord, By their 


fruit ye ſhall know them. FRF. the ſame tree 


8 This Specch was delivered on the third . 


(4) 
bears good and evil fruit, how ſhall we be able 
to Judge by the fruit whether the tree be good 
or evil. In like manner, if the Methodiſts bear 
' theſe oppoſite fruits, how can the world judge 
whether they are falſe prophets or true? whe 
ther fent of God or of the Devil t 


Again. Our Lord ſays, A good man, out of 
the good treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth 
good things, and (not the ſame, but) an evil 
man, out of the evil treaſure of his heart, bring- 
eth forth evil things. Now the queſtion, in its 
preſent form, turns this into the greateſt abſur- 
dity. For it ſuppoſes that one of theſe may 
nave both theſe treaſures in his heart, bringing 
forth good and evil things ! That is, it ſup» 
| Poſes that he may be a good and an evil man at 
the ſame time, and have a good and an evil trea. 
ſure in his heart, bringing forth theſe oppoſite 
things ! which is a moſt palpable abſurdity, 


' - Secondly, it is blaſphemous. In proof of 
this let it be obſerved, that, according to the 
Ceriptares, good and evil are brought into be · 
ing by the aſſiſtance of ſpiritual agencies: good, 
by the affiſtance of God, and evil, by that of the 
devil. Hence, ſpeaking of good, they ſay, All 
the good that is dove upon earth, the Lord 
doeth it, and that it is God who werketh in 
us both to will and do of bis good pleaſure, 
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On the otber hand, all moral evil is attributed 
to the agency of Satan. Therefore he is facto 
work, with energy, in the children of diſobedi- 
ence; and in een to have beguiled Eve, 
and to have put it into the heart of Ananias _ 
| = Sapphira to lie unto the 1 n ES 


Now. as the ie us e ber 


good and evil are both 40550 by the Meth 


it muſt ſuppoſe that there is communion be⸗ 5 
tween light and darkneſs, and concord between 
Chriſt and Belial: the one working it in, es? 4 _ 
other all the evil; and which works Wage — 
Chriſt in helping tham to do good, or Belial ia 
helping them to do evil, is the Ws wen a 

Youn we are this mg: to ene nol the © 


the Methodiſts all the good they do, 


8 


8 it is 5 owing to 1 ark W 
of the queſtion, that no one has yet ſo much as 


| attempted to ſpeak directly to it : that is, that no 


one has once offered to ſh2w, What good and 
evil the Methodiſts have done; and then Which 


is the greateſt. Inſtead of this, the Oppoſers of © 
Methodiſm have aimed at nothing but Ridicule © 
and Abuſe: therefore their Advocates hase 
hitherto thought it quite ets 4226 0 Fg n 3 
Ka and e accuſations,” e 
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Nor indeed is it poſſible to ſpeak auecuy te 
the queſtion, in its preſent form, with any de- 
gree of Propriety: : therefore I ſhall take the 
liberty to amend it, and only aſk, mares the 
e n Cone Good or Evil 2 ; 


In king to the ncdion ow 8 1 


| ſhall ſhew, firſt, who the Methodiſts are. Then 


| ſecondly, enquire, Whether ue ve done 
tod or evil ? F 


And, Firſt, I am to FL; who 5 Metho- 


Giſts are. And, firſt, it is certain that thofe who 
, were dead a hundred years before any Metho- 
_ Gift was born, cannot be taken into the ac- 


count. Therefore to impute to them the abſur- 
dities of John of. Munſter, or of Nailor of 
Briſtol, or of any other who liyed a hundred, 
or à hundred and fifty years ago, is an inſult 
both on Methodiſm and common ſenſe. | 


.Stcondly,\ There are ſeveral Doaynlnntions 
of Chriſtians now living, who are frequent! 
called Methodiſts, who do not belong to aa 
For inſtance; the Moravians, the In dads, 
the Baptiſts, the Antinomians; together with 
many miniſters and congregations, who, in 
every ſenſe of the word, belong to the church 
of England. Now though many of theſe preach 
"4 ſame doctrines, and entertain a favourable : 
opinion 


. 


opinion of the Methodiſts ; 3 ah tings en St . 
other hand, the Methodiſts very highly eſieem 
many of theſe; yet they cannot, with any pro- 
priety, be called Methodiſts. For, firſt, cheir J 
names were never entered in any Regilter or 1 
the Methodiſt fecieties. Secondly, they were ne | 
ver ſubject to thofe rules and regulations by 
which the Methodifts are governed: Thirdly, _ 
they do not fo much as bear the Methodiſt _ 
name, unleſs it be impoſed on them, and then 
they generally difown, and diſclaim it. Nor, 
fourthly, were they ever acknowledged by tbe: 
Methodiſts, as any part of their community. 
As to ſome of theſe, the Antinomians, they. 
are profeſſedly, as great enemies-to the laws of |} 
Methodiſm, as they are to the laws of OE. 1 
To impute, therefore, the follies of theſe, or: 4 
of any other of the above „ to. = 
the Methodiſts, i is ablurd and. cruel. 
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' Thirdly. Neither can the queſtion 3 1 
mere individual, as ſuch; ; ſecing 1 it ſpeaks, in the 
plural, of © the Methodiſts.” Now there are ſex 
veral ſorts of individuals, called Methodiſts, whop 

muſt be excluded from the buſineſs in hand» _ Eo 
As firſt, ſuch as are, or have been called Metho- - 

_ diſts, who never were in any cannexion with Tt 
hem. Of this fort I Enow an ien when 3 
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WAS a a boy: A man ina gown and caſſoc "OY 
ing in the town where I was, paſſed for a Me- 
thodift : but when the mob begad to be unruly 
he cried out, © I am no Methodiſt.” Now had 
this man been guilty of any irregularity, (which I 
know not that he was) doubtleſs it would have 
been ſet down to the Methodiſts' account. Ano» 
ther-ſort of individuals, almoſt always called 
Methodifts, are thoſe who have been expelled for 
their evil practices. Perſons of thisſort have too 
frequently been found in all denominations of 
1 Chriſtians: even that fmall number which fol- 
= lowed our Lord while he was on earth, for 
* ſometime had a Judas among them. Now, 
whatever other communities do, when the Me- 
thodiſts diſcover an unholy walker among them, 
they firſt endeavour to reelaim him; but if they 
cannot do this, they then put him away from 
their ſocieties. And though this is all they can 
do, or ought to do, for the honour of God, 
and for their own credit, yet the evil practices 
of ſuch perſons continue to be imputed to the 
Methodiſts ; Vea. though they have been out 
of that connexion for 4 Free. number of | 


BY 


LP nn of individuals unjuſtly called 
 iMethodiſts, are thoſe who are Apoſtates from 
+ eee thoſe who have made ſhipwreck | 
1 . 
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tates are well Known to be often ſome of the 


bittereſt enemies the people have from whom | 


they have apoſtatized. Witneſs Satan, the ori- 
ginal Apoſtate; ; who ever fince his apoſtaſy 
has been doing all in his power, againſt God 


and man: witneſs Alexander the copper ſmith, - 


in the apoſtle's days, whom St. Paul ſaid had 
done him much wrong: witneſs Julian the 


Apoſtate, who, after his apoſtaſy, became one 


of the greateſt perſecutors the Chriſtians ever 


had. Add to theſe,” the two principal oppo-¾ 
ſers of Methodiſm on this occation. Thee 
gentlemen, in the preſence of this aſſembly, | 

bave avowed their apoſtaſy from Methodiſm, 


in the moſt explicit terms, and then have pour- 
ed out ſuch torrents of low and ſcandalous 
abuſe, on thoſe who were once their brethren, 
as is ſhocking to every Chriſtian ear. Among 
many other inſtances one of them has faid, 


© The Methodiſts have thronged Bedlam with. 


lunatics: made Tyburn groan with criminals 
and quite crowded the bottomleſs pit l Now 


I aſk every man of ſenſe, if theſe, and the like, 


are not fine gentry to be fathered on the Me- 


thodiſts? Or rather if it is not great injuſtice. 


to make them reſponſible for the conduct . 
ſuch virulent A paſtares [ 5 


et if theſe are not, n Me- 
thodiſts ? I anſwer, Thoſe who are members 

the ſeveral ſocieties inſtituted by the original 

founders of Methodiſm. Now theſe are the 


Rev. John Weſley, and the late Rev. George 


Whitefield. All therefore who are members 

of the ſocieties, inſtituted and eſtabliſhed by 
theſe, and who are governed by the rules and 

regulations they have laid GOT, are Properifs. 

2 Methodiſts 1 8 : 


Having ſhewn who the Methodiſts 3 are, I 


We Secondly, to , whether * 
have done Good or Evil E 


But before Ido this, it is e to make 
a «few obſervations on the different ways of do. 
ing good and evil. Now theſe may be done two- 
ways: directly, and indirectly ; or rather pro- 
perly and accidentally. Good and evil are done 
directly, or properly, when the cauſe naturally 
produces the effect. They are done improperly, 
or accidentally, when an effect follows which 
does not naturally or properly belong to the 
cauſe. For inſtance; you ſee a perſon in danger 
of dying for want of bread. From a principle 
of humanity you deſign to ſave him, In order 
10 this end, you give him a piece of bread, 
which is an immediate, and natural cauſe of 
1 JOG 
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Was not accidental, but natural, immediate and 


| producing the effe@y you inde Bil wife cauſt 


cannot produce this effect, unlefs the perſon re- 


ceives, and uſes the bread in a proper manner. 


But he does ſo receive and pſe it, and of conſe- 
_ quence his life is ſaved. Here then is good done 


immediately and directly, as the effect has natu- 
rally followed the cauſe. But good may be done 


accidentally. One man ſeeing another, whom he 


ſuppoſes to be his enemy, intends to kill him. 
In order to this end, he thruſts a ſword through 


his body. But the ſword miſſing the vital, openg 


an impoſthume, whereby his enemy's life is 
ſaved. Now here was evil intended, and evil 


meant made uſe of to bring it to paſs; but not- 


TDN both, good accidentally followed. 


In like manner evil may be done directly ry 
accidentally. And firſt, directly. A man on 


| ſeeing his enemy, intends'to kill him. For this 


Purpoſe he runs a ſword through his heart; the 
confequence is, his enemy drops down dead at 
his feet: as muſt be the caſe, ſeeing the cauſe _ 


naturally produced the WI This evil then 


direct. On the other hand, evil may be done 
accidentally, For inſtance. You ſee a boy in 


danger of dying for want. Vou deen to ſave | 


wn”) For 88 * him a' "OE 
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Pread. But by a careleſs uſe of it, a crumb 
ſticks i in his throat and ſuffocates him, and in 2 
Mort time he expires. Now if you had hot 

Intended to have ſaved him, you would not have 
giren him the bread; and if you had not done 
this, it would not have occaſioned his death. It 
is therefore certain. that what you did was the 
cauſe. of his death: ſeeing he would not have 
died, by means of that bread, if you had not 
given it him. But as this evil did not happen 
as a natural conſequence of your generoſity ; 
but rather through the careleſſneſs, or wanton- 


neſs of him you gave it to, the evil was Intire» 
I accidental with reſpect to en. 8 
Now as to this laſt ſort of evil, there is no- 
thing excellent or praiſe-worthy, which is not 
liable to it. For inſtance; when God created 
angels and men, hig de was only good: viz · 
that they might glorify him, and be 3 to 
all eternity. And the means which he made uſe 
ol in creating them, or rather the manner in 
- which he created them, was perfeQly conſonant 
with his deſign. For he created them in his 
on image; endued with reaſpn and underſtand- 
ing z with liberty to chuſe the good, and reſuſe 
th. ey "that 2 might be capable, of a . 


5 ſhould 
is no doubt but the terms 
reſponded with his defign, 

infinite wiſdom à 


therefrom : fuch as 


» 0 
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Egyptians, and the oppr 


E 


ANraelites and their enemies, both in the wilder- 
neſs, and in the land of Canaan, happened in 
tze ſame way; fo chat 1 — * be 
called accidental evils. - 


our Went is ſubject to this fort of 
evil. Undoubtedly the den of God in this was, 
the greateſt good that a finful world was capa - 
ble of; being nothing leſs than their preſent and 
eternal falvation. And whet Fe did, in order to 


this end, was the moſt perfect diſplay of divine 
wiſdom and goodneſs ever made known to an- 


5 gels or men. Vet we all know that great evils 


- were occaſioned thereby, which otherwiſe could 
never have happened: ſuch as the oppoſitions 
of the Jews and Gentiles, on the one hand, and 
all che ſufferings 5 mn N * e on 
* _ 2:3 36 e 


* Jes If we 1 to . we e ſhall find 
that every part of Chriſtianity is liable to acci- 
dental evil. For inſtance, the birth of Chriſt 
Was the accidental cauſe of the laughter of the 
infants, by the order of Herod : the faſting of 
_ Chriſt in the wilderneſs was the accidental cauſe 
of Satan's horrid and blaſphemous temptations; 
the miracles of Chriſt accidentally occaſioned 
the blaſphemies of the Scribes and Phariſees: 
the preaching of Chriſt thus occaſioned: the op- 
fat on he met with on that account: che cru- 


cifixion 1 Chrit thus 3 8 


tal cauſe of the rulers ſubborning the ſoldiers to 
_ fays Hu diſciples came and ſtole him away 
while we were afleep. Add to this, that the 


ee xiſtence of the word of God is the accidental 
cuauſe of men wreſting it to their un deſtructi- 


en: the preaching of the Apoſtles was thus the 


cauſe of its becoming the ſavour of death unto _ 


death unto many. Again. Wherever the grace 


of God is turned into wantonneſs; we muſt ſay, . 


that it is remotely. or accidentally the cauſe of 


that abuſe; ſor if that grace had never 3 . 


it could not i palkbly have been thus abuſed-. 


74 2 8 


Once more.” The 8 has been pro- 


ductive of much accidental evil. Undoubtedly _ 


the deſgn of our fixſt Reformers. Was only the 
good of the church of Chriſt. And the means. 


they made uſe of, in expoſing the fi uperſtitions-. ; . 


and idolatries of the church of Rome, were the 
moſt likely to accompliſh their deſign. Notwithe. 
Randing theſe, much evil followed : Viz, all the. 
perſecutions the Papiſts, were guilty of, and all 


the mar tyrdoms, and other ſuff: rings, the Pro- 5 


| teſtants endured: But as all theſe perſecutions 
vo, ſufferings were FL both to. dhe deſign | 


3 1 
received in the judgment-hall and on Calvary;; _ 
and the reſurrection of Chriſt was the aceiden- 
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ns). 


of the Reformers, and to the 3 
of what they did; they were accidental evils; 


and therefore not ng es pecan rl 
ane ore eirs. 


In like manner, Methodiſm has "A, aucand- 
1 with much accidental evil. Undoubtedly the 
founders of Methodiſm had a good 
deſign. Had they aimed at eaſe, they would not 
have voluntarily undertaken: the hardeſt la- 
bours ; much leſs have continued therein. Had 
they withed for the praiſe that cometh: of men, 
they would not, knowingly and wilfully, have 

_ expoſed themſelves to almoſt univerſal reproach 
And had they aimed at riches, they would have 
gone to the rich and great, and not to the moſt 
poor and indigent. Their deſgn, therefore, 

muſt be ſuppoſed to be, 'The glory of God, 


and the good of men. And the means they 


made uſe of were the moſt likely to accompliſh 
their deſign. For not being ſatisfied with what 
they felt in themſelves, and ſaw in thoſe about 
them, who were reputed good Chriſtians, they 
determined, with much prayer and faſting, to 
ſearch the Original Scriptures, to ſee what real 
Chriſtianity was: whether there was any thing . 
more contained therein, than doing no harm, 

and doing good, and uſing the ordinances of 
God. They had not gone on long this way, — 


* 


en „* 


; cl diſtoverel "chat CKriſtiadity vegu 


right ſtate of mind, conſiſting of righit tei 
and deſires, and that from hene right w. 
aud actions were to precee. 

they tko;oughlyeonvinc < ens, than they 
began to be in earneſt in ſerking it for them- 
ſelves : then in retomtm 

came in their way; who” Rad 


they came to London, and iafiſte 


led the religion een | 
y From Orfofd 
| on the faßte 15 
doctrine there in many of the churches. After 
a ſhort ſtay in London, they went to Ainerics, 
to convert the Indians to this region N er at. 
tempting this they returned to London, Where 


4, No ſooner were 2 


— 4 14 


ding. ir to thoſe WU 

Aly incinatiod 10 
hear them. They then went to the ptiſo W. and 
recommended it to the moſt Wretchled ti 
At laſt they boldly prea 
cart to the whole Univer 


their congregations . were much greater than 


they had been before. Aker. awhile, the princt= Ef - 


pal inhabitants of the ſeveral pariſhes where 


| theſe gentlemen preached, complained that t 
were greatly incommoded by the immenſe mul- 8 
titudes which came to hear. The conſequenee . 
was, that firſt one church, then another, and 85 
at laſt, all the churches were ſhut againſt them, F 
On this they went into Moorfields, agi ders 
other places, preaching the kingdom of God 8 3 
to eee 225 tens of We 1 2 hs a þ II. 


je ices 


PIES 
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Dear it in ac other place. After doing this for 
a while in. nnd. abous bananen 
they — Wund eder lives in their -hands, to 
che moſt ignorant and ſavage parts of the na- 
tion, and preached Chriſt and his kingdom to 
the colliers in Kingſwood, Newcaſtle, and Sta- 
fordſhire : then 0 the tinners in Cornwall: 
and at laſt, to almoſt every city, town and vil- 
lage in the three. wy And thus one of 
On to his dying day; „63 
rable Mr. Weſley goes on, with unabating ar- 
| dour, to this day, although nen n 
: 3 


And what has en ſaid of theſe — * 3 
good. men, to whoſe labours theſe kingdoms 
owe fo much, may in a good meaſure. be ſaid 
of thoſe, who from time to time, have labour- 
ed with them. For the event has abundantly 
new, that theſe in general, ſer out with a 
 fitgle eye; and chat the ſame good intention 
has influenced them in n che n 
their leaders. 


© Now, whoever coulide the rere 
4 — e 1 
Maes, 89d the tte mankind is in Petr: 
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— ES ————— 
| ot influence, who have no re ion, - will ery 


who. are ſeeking the kingdom of God uin 
them: — $ and deceivers are e have 


dC. various, and T —_—— 


rages. 80. it was in the days of C " 
3 ſoit was in the - 
hence aroſe a great variety of b 5 4 


her againſt his ſt : 
againſt his father; the —_ 
Eee 2nd the 


0 „ 1 


in-Jaw, and the daughter ies; ** ee 
mother-in-law.; ſo that a man's foes were often 
thoſe of his own houſhold. Now had theſe 
were; as they were not the natural and direct 
con ſequence of Methodiſm; but rather acci-- 
dental conſequences, which followed from the 
abuſe thereof, the Methodiſts are no more to» 
be blamed on account thereof; than the Re- 
formers are for the abuſe of the Reformation; 
or Chriſt, for the abuſe of Chriſtianity; or 
God, for the evils which were — ed by 
his entering into covenant with - A | 
for the abuſe which men and angels made ok. 
2 creation of the wm a rai 2 
th: We will theedfone TI accidincal evit a 
iy out of the queſtion; and aſk, Secondly, 
Have the Methodifts done evil immediately and 
directiy ?. If they have, it has been either by. 
their Doctrine or their Diſcipline. But have 
they done it by their Doctrine? That this may 
be fairly and fully underftood, let us ſee what 
"their döctrine is. And, firſt, They teach that 
all men are finners by nature and practice. 
. Secondly, That Chrift died to fave ſinners. 
"Thirdly, That men muſt unfeignedly repeat of 
all their fins: Fourthly, That they muſt believe 


the Goſpel. Fifthly, That all who thus _ 
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mentioned, are not the 
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their kick e ſoul, and ſtrength. 


ly, That he that loves: God, 'ought-to-love kis 


brother alſo : yea, that he ought to love. Bis 


neighbour (every man, friend and 1 =. mw 


himſelf. Eighthly, That all 
and love, ought to be careful to me 


works. Ninthly, That every C N 5 


endeavour: to be holy in all manner oi conver» 
fation, as he who hath called him is ho 
Tenthly, That while they are in this world, 
they ought to grow in Grace, and in the know» 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt. 


Eleventhly, That he that endures unto the end 


the ſame- ſhall be ſaved. Twelfthly, That they 


who have thus done good, ſhall--go-to the Re» 
ſurrection of Life; but they that ee n | 


evil, to the — bn 


* 


* 


- Naw I . to every aw 8 
nit the doctrine of the Methodiſts, if this is 


not the ſum thereof: if the particulars above 


points chiefly inſiſted 
2 and Mr. White- 


on both among Mr. We 


field's followers. If fo, I ſhall be glad to know if . 
there. is we tendency in theſe doQrines, whe- 


and halle; are afideds nie ee ; 
accepted of God. Sixthly, That all Sho arne 
thus pardoned, ought to love God. when 


e 


=) 


ww SEED — or in conjunction 18 
each other, to do evil. Has that which teaches 
the fall and actual wickedneſs of man? Does it 
not rather tend to humble him? Has the doc- 
trine of the atonement? What! the doctrine 
which points out the love of God in giving his 
Son to fave us from our fins? Has the doctrine 
of repentance, which teaches us to be ſorry for 
our ſins; and that we ſhould immediately for- 
ſake them, ſuch a tendency ? Is there any ten- 
dency ta evil in the doctrine of faith: which in- 
ff on our coming to Chriſt for the ſalvation he 
has purchaſed for us ? Has the doctrine of juſti- 
| fication, . of pardon and adoption for every peni- 
tent believer, any tendency to do evil? Or theſe 
which teach tbat we ought to love God with all 
our heart, and our neighbour as ourſelves? Or 
thoſe which inculcate the neceſſity of good 
works, of growing in grace, of univerſal holineſs, 
of perſeverance in the ways of God, or of 
eternal rewards and puniſhments? I ſay, is 
there any thing that bears the ſmalleſt reſem- 
blance 00 2 eee to do evil i in oy of theſe N 


Bur he. not thei Difcipline done evil? Let 
us examine this point with candour and impar- 
tality. The ſubſtance of their diſcipline is as 
* Firſt, No W is e into their 

; ſocieties 


G42 


bee who is - known, to FRY in open FRE 
| Secondly, When admitted, be is required to hear, 
read, and meditate on the word of God as fre-. 
quently as he can I birdy, Each member ꝛ 
expected to pray, in public, in his family, and J 
in private. Fourthly, He muſt aſſemble with 

his brethren, for mutual edification, at every 
ſtated opportunity, if bealth and buſineſs will 
admit. Fifthly, He is expected to receive the 

ſupper of the Lord at every proper opportunity: 

Sixthly, Tis alſo expected of him to uſe faſting 

or abſtinence, . as often as health, buſineſs. „ 
opportunity ſerves. Seventhly, Tis moreover i 
required of him to be merciful after his power = 
to the bodies and ſouls of men. | Eighthly, In 
order to this end, it is expected that he be not 
ſlothful in buſineſs; but rather work with his 
hands, the things that are right, that he may owe 
no man any thing; that he may provide, for 


himſelf and family, things lawful in the fight off © 
all men; and have to give to him that needet n. 
Ninthly, It is required of him to ſhew a god 3 
example to all men, that the Goſpel be not _ Þ 


blamed. Now this is the ſubſtance of the 
| Methodiſt diſcipline, which certainly (to ſay no 

more at preſent). can Mw: no ee to do 1 
evil. a * 5 5 5 e 94 Pg 55 | E 3 
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demnation is an infallible ſource of preſent 


( 44) 5 
But if they have not done evil, whot have 
they done? I anſwer, They have done much 
Good. But what good have they done? 
Spiritual and Temporal good. And, firſt, they 
have done ſpiritual good. For firſt they have 
been inſtruments in turning the moſt ignorant, 
vulgar, and ridiculous ſinners from darkneſs to 


light. Multitudes who, before they heard the 
| Methodiſts, knew neither themſelves nor God, 


are now well accquainted with-both. As to 
themſelves, they know that they were ſhapen 
ini iniquity, and that in fin did their mother con- 
ceive them. They know that on that accou 


their heart is deceitful above all things and def 
perately wicked. In other words, they know 


that they have in them a carnal mind which is 


enmity againſt God, which is not ſubject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be—till it is re- 
newed. They know alſo that this evil nature is 
the Source from whence all outward wickedneſs 
proceeds; | that it is this Fountain which ſends 


forth all the corrupt ſtreams of outward fin. 
Again, they know as all men are ſinners by nature 
and practice, that they are condemned already, 
that the wrath of God now abideth on them. 
Again, they know that this ſtate of ſin and con- 


„ 


ca), 


Viſery that” it is on this account che with 
ed are like the troubled Tea which cannot 
reſt, whoſe waves caſt up mire and dirt; that 
deſtruction eternal deſtruction, and miſery— 
preſent miſery are in their path, and that che 
way of peace they have not known. Once 
more. They know that they cannot ſave theme: 
ſelves, that they cannot bring a clean thing, 
cout of an- unclean, that they cannot make 

themſelves new creatures, and that if it is not 
done in time, they cannot be holy or happy 
here, much leſs ſaved io all eternity. hy 


ET 25 for God, They know that hef is, N 
that he is a Rewarder of thoſe that diligentiyx 
ſeek him. They know that in Him they live, 
and move, and have their being: They know: . 
that God was in Chriſt ceontithdy the: world 
unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto. 
them. They know that God commandeth all 
men every where to repent, and alſo to believe 
the Goſpel. They know that all who do this 
are juſtified and born of God: They know that 
all ſuch have the kingdom of God within them, 
even righteouſneſs, and peace, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt. They know that from this ins. 
ward principle, all good works, yea, all holi- 
neſs. and 5 proceed. And — know 
; C 


that 
» - J 
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( 26 ) 
that this jowerd and outward 1 is the 


1 5 gift of God: that it comes from the Father, 


through the Son, by the Holy Ghoſt; and that 
therefore all the praiſe belongs to Han Time 


and Eternity. 


If any one doubt, of their * this know 


ledge, he may ſoon ſatisfy himſelf: only let him 


go into any city, town or village, where Me- 
thodiſm has prevailed, and enquire firſt, what 


ſort of people the Methodiſts formerly were, 


with reſpect to knowledge; and then let him 
converſe with them a fingle hour on any of 


the above poorer, and Hs will doubt no 


longer- | 


Again, As * Methodiſls/have turned many 


from darkneſs to light, fo alfo, have they from 


the power of Satan unto God. Surely, if ever : 


any were taken captive by the devil at his will, 


many of theſe were in a very high degree. It 
is dreadful to conceive what ſlaves to fin, and 
what enemies to all that is good, multitudes of 
them were: what pride, paſſion, and evil de- 
fares: what luſt, crueky, and injuſtice, 
filled, and governed their hearts. And from 
this corrupt fountain iſſued forth abundance- 
of | polluted | ſtreams: on this evil tree-grew-a 
"oy. quantity of TY gc" 

3 


: th). 


neſs, whoredom, | curſi ing, fearing, 151 ing, 
fighting, thieving, ſabbath- breaking, gaming, 
extortion, oppreſſion and the like. But by 


bearing the Methodiſts, the Lions became 


Lambs: the proud became humble, the paſ- 

ſionate became meek and gentle, the unclean 
decame chaſte, the cruel became merciful, and. 
the unjuſt became honeſt. And being thus 
inwardly reformed, changed, and converted, 
they became new creatures in their outward _ 
behaviour. Drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, and 
lying, gave place to ſobriety, chaſtity, and 
truth,, The mouths that formerly were filled 
with oaths, curſes and blaſphemies, were filled 
with prayer and praiſe. The ſabbaths that were 
formerly broken and profaned, were now em- 
ployed in the ſervice of God. The time which 
was once ſpent in gaming, idleneſs, and vain 
amuſements, was now improved in reading, and 
holy meditation. And in the place of fight- 


ing, cruelty, fraud and oppreflion, there was : 


Juſtice, mercy, and every good work...” 


Now that the Methodiſts have been \ inflr- 
mental in thus reforming multitudes, is too no- 
torious to be denied; yet if any doubt of it, 
let them go to Kingſwood, and Cornwall; let 
them go to Newcaſtle, Coleford, Wedveſitiry, 8 
7 * Whitehaven let them go to Leeds, Shef- 
. "ed, 


hw 


— — 


cw) 


| field, 1 and Liverpool; let them go 
to Birmingham, Wolverhampton, and Cheſter; 
let them go to Norwich, Bath and Briſtol : 
nay, let them only go to the moſt wretched 
parts of this metropolis, and they will ſoon 
find abundant proof of all I have ailerted; 
they will ſoon be fully ſatisfied, that multitudes 
in theſe places, who were once the reproach of 
Chriſtianity, the peſts of ſociety, the plagues of 
their neighbours, the curſe of their families, 
and a ſcandal to human nature; are now ſo- 
ber, holy, chriſtian men. 


> 7 


Secondly, They have done Naber good. 

Before the perſons above referred to, heard 
the Methodiſts, many of them were in a ſtate 
of deplorable poverty and wretchedneſs: : hav- 
ing neither food to eat, nor raiment to put on; 
nor always ſo much as a little clean ſtraw to lie 
on. At the ſame time they were ſo deeply in 
debt, and ſo far from any likelihood of paying 
it, that they had quite loſt their credit: and 
had it not been for the humanity of their neigh- 
bours, and the ſcanty proviſion made for them 
by the laws of their country, they and their fa- 
milies muſt have periſhed together. As this 
was owing, partly to idleneſs, and partly to 
- drunkennets; wing. and other extravagan- 
cies : on Methodiſts, and becoming 
EN, 1 


"EF 


earncft in the vat of a FOE there 
was an end of all theſe evils. The conſequence 
was, they ſoon got food for themſelves and 
families: next a little plain, decent apparel; 
then a little neceſſary furniture. Having thus 
procured a few necefſaries, they began to pay 
their debts, and after awhile they owed no man 
any thing. Going on in the ways of virtue, 
they con: inued to uſe all diligence and fruga- 
lity. By theſe means, they were enabled to pro- 
cure things a little more comfortable for them - 
ſelves, and now and then to ſpare a little to the 
moſt neceflitous. By till continuing to uſe all 
diligence and frugality, they were enabled to 
enlarge their bounty. At length, having it in 
their power, they began to do good unto all 
men, eſpecially unto the houſehold of faith. 
Nor did they overlook that word, Lend to him 
that would borrow of thee ; for when it was 
proper and convenient, they were now as wil- 
ling to lend, as they were formerly to borrow 
of others. Still going on in the good way, they 
were ſoon able to lay by a little for future cons, 
tingencies. To this they added a little more: 
till at laſt many of them became poſſeſſed of - 2 
hundreds, and ſome of them of many thouſands,, 
Now as theſe are facts which cannot be denen — 
1 conclude that the Methodiſts have done both | 
Spiritual and SIN good, : 
C 3 5 But, 


33 


ut, Secondly, what is the Fxtent of. this 
good? What is the Number of thoſe who have 
been thus benefited by Methodiſm ? To aſcer- 
' tain the exact number is impoſſible to any child 
of man. None but God, who knoweth all 
things, can do this. All that we can do is, by 
a general calculation, to come as near the truth 
of che matter as poſſible. And in order to this 
end, I ſhall obſerve, Firſt, That there are above 
Ninety * Thoufand members at this time in 
the different Societies under Mr. Weſley's care; 
and we cannot ſuppoſe there are leſs than Ten + 
Thouſand in the Societies inſtituted by the late 
Mr. Whitefield : in all, about a Hundred Thou- 
fand. Secondly, let us ſuppoſe that in the long 
ſpace of fifty or fixty years, there could not be 
leſs than a Hundred Thouſand more, who 
from time to time, have formerly been members 
| of theſe Societies: multitudes of whom have 


At the time of this debate I ſaid, about Seventy 
'Thopſfand; but in laſt Auguſt, the exact number was 
Ninety Thouſand, Three Hundred and Eighty Six ; in- 
—_— thoſe in America and the Weſt- Indies. 


- + One reaſon of the great diſproportion between the 
above number i is, Mr. Whitefield never thought it his duty 


to eſtabliſh ſocieties wherever he preached, as Mr. Weſley 
_ - did; nor, of courſe, to encourage fo many preachers. 
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yearly been going to God; muhitudes more 
who have continually been joining other reli 
gious Societies; and vaſt numbers who aften 
enduring for 9 went back into the world; 
Now very few, if any of theſe were ſuffered ta 
become Members of theſe Societies, without 
evident marks of having received ſome benefit 
by firft hearing the word: they were at leaſt, 
a little enlightened, and at the fame time tho- 
roughly reformed in their outward” behaviours 
Indeed, the far greater part of them ep. i 
rienced a much deeper work; being more deeps"" 
ly awakened, and made much more in earneſt 


for their ſalvation. Here then are about Tws; ” 3 


Hundred Thoufand ſouls who have receives 
good (ſome in one degree, and others 1 in an- 
other) * means of Metnqdifm... Gr 


. "Again Thoſe whine pied requent 


hearers of the Methodiſts, in town andeountry 
are (taking one place with another) about five _ 
times as many as thoſe who are members of 
the Societies. Now theſe, one with another, have 
heard the Methodifts about twice # week. And 
we cannot ſuppoſe that they have ſo often heard 
that word which was made ſo great # bleffing : 
to others, without receiving ſome blefling them- 
ſelves. © Indeed many of them have received 


uy material good, as their generat behaviour  } 


* 


» 


1 * 


n ſhews: And as to the reft, if they 
were only enlightened and reformed a little, 
this, certainly is ſome good. Now when theſe 
are added to the former number, they eres in 
all about Twelve ST TROUT fouls. 


Add to theſe uch as 0 rene 
hiearers ; z and thoſe who det viſited 
Methodiſt families, where religious worſhip, 
aud Chriſtian converſation are keptup; and 
thoſe who have laboured or travelled with zea- 
lous Methodiſts, or otherwiſe fallen into « 
pany with them, and have been infants, ex- en- 

horted, warned and admoniſhed by them, here 
muſt be an addition of very many thouſands 
more to whom they have been of uſe. . 


Again, Suppoſe ne * 3 only a fogle 
Methodiſt in a family, and two or three in a 
_ neighbourhood, twenty or thirty in à country 
village, two or three hundred in a large trading 
town, and three or four times that number in 
a city z if each of theſe has been as a city upon 
a hill which cannot be hid, latte upon 
a candleſtick which gives light to all in the houſe, 
"Thouſands, Tens of Thouſands, Hundreds of 
Thouſands, who have ſeen their good works, 


muſt, ſooner or later, in ſome ere or other 
be bene fited „ . 43 


Again, 
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Again, There have been ene an are) mr, 
1 uſeful; miniſters, both in the Church» 


of England, and among the various ſorts of 
Diſſenters, whoſe religion (and conſequently their 
uſefulneſs) originated with the Methodiſts. No 
as theſe have frequently been of uſe in enlight- 
ning, reclaiming, and converting ſinners, this 
muſt (under God) be attributed to the Methodiſts. 
For in all likelihood, if theſe miniſters had never 
heard the Methodiſts, they would not have been 


converted; and if they had not been converted, — 
mental in doing the 

2 they have; of — maln of | 

their: uſefulneſs, -if not 26: aj ee £ 2 it 8 


they had never been in 


m from the Methodiſts. 


hed Is the N of 5 years many 1 : 


ous books have been publiſhed 
and others who ſprung: 


the Methodiſts, 


wiſe plain, practical, and perſuaſive; they have 


denn of nn lexvice to > multitudes/ 2 re : 


to the hinds ofa erage variety of iii at heal 


and abroad, who never heard” the Methodiſts, 8 
or converſed with them: we have reaſon to 


believe, both from the nature of the books, and 


from the e good effects we have known. them to- 


© 
- — 
5 5 
: * 8 


om them. Now as theſe 
in general are not only argumentative, but like- 


WY 
2 


680 


have ha upon others, that many of theſe have 
been much benefited by reading them. Nor is 
this mere conjecture; for we have known ma- 
ny inſtances even of perſons of character who | 
have been very materially benefited by reading 
Mer. Weſley's Wen e wy various o- 
Woe Trads. 128 


Again, We all ra 3 in \ St. Paul's dave 
3 were thoſe who preached Chriſt out of con- 
tention, and that the apoſtle rejoiced therein; 
not doubting but good was done thereby. In 
like manner, when the Methodiſts made a noiſe 
in the world, many of the Clergy. began to be- 
Air themſelves, and, took much more pains both 
in preaching and living. Nor is this mere ima- 
gination:; for we have known many inſtances of 
this kind in every part of the three kingdoms, 
Now as we mutt believe that much good has 
deen done, even by this means, and as we are 
certain that Methodiſm gave occaſion to it; 
muſt view it as a farther diſplay of the good the 
Mathodifa have done. 


Once more, He who. lays a ton . 

| heron to build a ſtately edifice, or plants a 
large vineyard, which promiſes a fruitful] vintage, 
or ſows an extenſive field which almoſt aſſures 
us of a plentiſu} haveſt; certainly does good. 
mou all this the Methodiſts have done. They 
have 


n 


. planted ſuch a large — — hikes walks. 
vated and ſown ſo wide a field; by enlighten» 
ng, reforming, and converting ſo many Thou- 

= ſands and Tens of Thouſands, that if they ge 

on, as hitherto they have done, ages unborn, - 
and nations who never yet ſo much as heard of 


their name, will bleſs God in Time and "Fn 
=_ hat duch a * ever exiſted. 


3 


24 ring ow that the Methodiſts h heal FED 
inſtrumental in doing Spiritual and Temporal 
good, in a higher or lower degree, to Thous - 
fands of Fhouſandsz' and ſeeing they have 
laid a broad and firm foundation for a much 
greater work in futurity ; I conclude that they 
have done Good, and not Evil; and that they 
| have mw it ima moſt marvellous Degree, 


- Perhaps de may be worth while . 4 
few ſhort anſwers to ſeveral objections urged 
againſt the Methodiſts on this occa lon. 


And grit, It has been ſaid, % They are 
Schiſmatics, in depai ting from the Church ot 
England I anſwer, They do not depart fo 
far from her as is allowed by the Ac of Tele- 
ration; nor ſo far as all the L iſſenters da ; nar 
ſo far as the Church of England did from the 
n of Rome, nor lo. oy as e and his 


KA * - * 


* 


x x 
1 
Wo 8 
X * 
a7 , 
* 
* 
— 
5 4 3 
» 2 * 
e 
3 
4 i 
215 We 
, 
* 
5 
2 


A 2 2 * 


* 
c n a= << — 6—— 9 , 
8 8 0 — p — > 8 n 
6 CIP ky = we: 2 - ——_ bh 
22 3 e © * = jo - 4-44 2 


pd 5 n r r 2 
rr 
* 1 , EY Li 2 oy 
2 


— W 
Pl 1 


r 
I hs EE N 
.. «< 4 8. . 
» £ 4 - Wo 88 
—_—_. op 5 IA, 
| A : 
— 4 g f 
=” WM 
. 2 
* 3 
5 =— - 
* 7 
14 0 © 5 = 
14 1 2 
bf - = 
E © — , 
— 2 + 
F 1 8 
—- 
1 I 7 
* Y * * 
} * 
3 4 
1 
1 1 
= _ 
= * * 
K 1 
* * 
4 © 
' 1 0 . * 
1 
+. BY E 
* * 1 
2 7 F i *, 
% 2 £ iS 
- —_— 
* „ 
- - 7 "I = 
SJ 1 
Loa 
I 25 5 
4 . 3 4 
FL 5 1 
4 * 
4 * 
j 198 5 . 3 
- & >. _ : 
_ : 
4 —— 
* = 
A i Tj 
6 I _ 
Y —S 
(- E Ps 
4 35 - 
-S% 
5 8 
— 
* 1 : 3 
»..4 4 q i 
2 þ ; N 
3 + Fa 
| 2 1 
7 = 
$5724 a ; 
WH - 4 
17 3 
* . 2 
4 * * I 
2c -2 .4 
& v 
SF: 3 5 
= f — 
. » OS 
'S$. 
3* -7 
„ 
"2 
TT < k 
Sa 2 
z N v 2 
5 4 
o 4 =. 
. = 
* : X 
4 
; * , 
l . EY 
4 _ 
. + i 
We 
* 
_ - 
. IEEE 
f | * 
= — 
7 E 
N Li $ © 
% BY 
—_— 
' 2 
s 1 & i 0 
- 
L _ „ 
4 
o 5 
F 
\o 
* ” 
7 
1 3 
5 
. 0 
1 
4 VY 
42 
* 4 
4 
1 
— 
N 
2 
bo 
5 * 
. : 
* I : 
ph 
: 3 ; 
N 
3 
WW 
"SY 
„ 
1 j 
7 
. 
_ > 
* 
- © 3 
3 he 
= + 
* 
: 9 
1 be. 
3 4 
* * 
7 2 = 
1 3 a 
_ « 
* 6 : 
"a » — 
1 , 
by *. 
* 
N. 


41 
IWR „ oy , LO 


wig) 0 r 
* 6 a 2 1 * » 2. 
N n 


N 1 
e 
r eee er ogy” _—_ 
"= N — ——  — — » 1 
— > 0 4 1 2 
„ - * 42 * * 
_ FF 28 A 
4 * a, * 4 * * * * 
1 a * CR FR 
. L ; 
F 
* 


— ——___————_——_— 


_ ee 


K wg; 9 
r 


( 36 * 5 

Apoſtles g from the Church of Jeruſalem. Nor 
do they at all depart from her, either in doQrine 
or affection; nor farther from her Rights and 


Ceremonies, than ens can wn e 5 
Safety avoid. 


' Query. Is not this _ of Schifm, a W 
tion both on the AQ of Toleration and thoſe 
who made it? For if it be real Schiſm to diſſent 
from the Ceremonies of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
what ſort of Lawgivers are thoſe who gave ſanc- 
tion to an Act which tolerates Schiſm? But if 
it is not, what fort of ſubjects are thoſe who 
criminate both «the: laws of their country, and 
| thoſe who act wy FOE to their — 


| Secondly, | h It has been ſaid, 4 They... are 
' Enthuſiaſts, in pretending to receive the Spirit, 
and to be influenced thereby.” I anſwer, They 
make no pretence but to the ordinary operations 
of the Spirit: which is nothing more than what 
every Chriſtian Church under the heavens does, 
nin its Liturgies, Articles, Creed, Catechiſms and 
_ Confeſſions : particularly, the Churches of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland; with every body 
of Diſſenters in theſe lands. If then the Metho- 
diſts are Enthuſiaſts on this account, ſo alſo is is 
the whole Chriſtian World. | 


- Thirdly, It was ſaid, © They are 8 
in confining Salvation to themſelves.“ To this I 
anſwer, 
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* They d 4 no ſuch 1 Wat 5 
believe, and ſay, is this: every one that repents 
of his ſins, believes in Chriſt, and loves God and 


his neighbour will be ſaved, whatever Church he _ I 


thus repent, believe, and love, he, and he only, © 
they ſay, will be damned, All the clamour, 
therefore, concerning the uncharitableneſs of tùnʒe 


Methodiſts, concerning their confining ſalvation _ 


to themſelves, and damning all beſides, is meer | | | 
Slander, and Abuſe, as Tm one e knows who = 


rei, them. : 


— 


3 


Fourthly. It was wia, 4 There are en ; wha 


| ed perſons among them LS | anſwer, There ne- 


ver was a Chriſtian church on earth, conſiſting of 


thoſe among them who did not adorn their vro- | 


feſſion. In the Apoſtles? time they had Spots 
in their feaſts of Charity ; and even among the 


Twelve, who were in the cloſeſt connexion with 
our Lord, there was one who had a devil. It 


would be ſtrange, therefore if in a body confiſt- 1 


ing of a Hundred Thouſand members, there 


* be none who walked in a diforderly man- 


-But ſuppoſe there were fifty that did ſo, 
"this would not be enough to criminate the whole 


85 Vogys ſeeing ſuch are in as * _—_ 


22 


x 31 ) „„ 
thepp. For when a perſon of that fort is FE 
ed, if they cannot reclaim him, they cut him off as a 
witheredbranch, according to the word of Chriſt, 
and the example of his Apoftles. If he repent 
they receive him again; if not, he is no more 
admitted into their Societies. Now here L afk, 
Does every Chriſtian Church under the best 
do this? Do thoſe in Great Britain and Ireland ? 
If not, with what face can thoſe who do it not, ; 
* fault with the Methodiſts i in this 2 


Fifihly. It has hey ſaid; * they 8 
of very uncouth and abſurd expreſſions.” I an- 
Fwer, Perhaps they ſometimes may. And is this 
to be wondered at? Would it not rather be a won- 

der, if every member of ſuch a community ſhould 
Always expreſs himſelf with the utmoſt accuracy 3 
Was ſuch a thing ever known among any o- 
ther people? © But the preachers themſelves 
uſe uncouth expreffions.ꝰ Perhaps they may, and 
perhaps they may not. It has ſometimes hap- 
pened that the uncouthneſs was in the ears of 
thoſe who heard them. For though St. Paul 
had been ſpeaking the words of Truth and Bo- 
berneſs, ſo uncouth were the ears of Feſtus, that 
be cried out, Paul! thou art beſide thyſelf 

much learning hath made thee mad, And th 


e 


| f * a 45 2 5 1 
Fools 3⁰ 1 35 


man wks, 30: n he denies A. 
too of the moſt reputable fort, ſaid, He is mad 


and . hath a devil; why hear ye him? But 
there are abſurd ee ai in the Methodiſt- 
writings.” JI anſwer, Was there ever a book 


written wherein, an evil eye could not diſcover an - 


abſurdity ? Is even the book of God free in this 
reſpet? Rather have not the infidels of all 


ages bebeld it as nothing but a heap of Abſurdi» 
ties and Contradictions l What wonder then if 
the Methodiſt-writings are viewed in W ſame 
_ unfavourable light. Gets 


” Siarhly, Ir is 6bjefied;, that r Then are . 1 


vided among themſelves, . and often condemn 


each other with great ſeverity. ”1 anſwer, Then” | oo 


this. i is one argument in their favour. For At. - 


proves that they are ſo far honeſt men, as not 8 - "M 
to be in league to deceive the world. But they 
are not divided in any thing eſſential. They are 
perfectly agreed, That the whole: world lieth in 
wickedneſs : that God commandeth all men eve- 
ry where to repent: that there is falvation i in 


none but Chriſt: that all who believe are juſti⸗ 


fied, and have Peace: with God: that all ſuch - 
ought to love God and their neighbour ; and to 
rejoice evermore, pray without ceaſing, and in 
S thing Tir thanks: and to ILY in OW» 
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and in life. © But ſome of them are nn 
and others Calviniſts. This is very true. The 
followers of Mr. Weſley are, in general, Armi- 
”  nians; and the followers of the late Mr. White- 
field, a are, in general, Calviniſts. But what for that! 
Is ſuch a diviſion any thing new or- extraordi- 
nary ? Was there not, at leaſt, ſince the days of 
St. Auſtin, a mixture of thoſe who are now 
called Calviniſts and Arminians, I will not ſay, 
in every Chriſtian nation, or Chriſtian city ; but 
in every Chriſtian congregation of any note? Is 
it not ſo now all over England, Seotland, Ire- 
land, Holland, France, Spain, Germany, Den- 
mark, Sweden, Italy, America, and in the Eaſt 
and Weſt-Indies ? If fo, where is the harm if ſuch 
a diviſion is found among the Methodiſts ? But 
they bitterly condemn each other,” I anſwer, 
Sometimes they do; but not in general. And 
if they did it oficner, it would be no wonder, 
ſeeing ſo great a majority of mankind are inca- 
pable of viewing any point with liberality and 
candour. This frailty of human nature, has 
been matter of lamentation to candid men in 
every age and nation; but got more ſo than to 
thouſands of both parties which N ng © he 
Methodiſts.” 


| _ _ Seventhly. It is ſaid, «* The Teachers of Me- | 
=_ thodiſm ares company of illiterate mechanics.” 
8 1 Ianſwer, 
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I anſwer, They are not more illiterate than the 
Prophets and Apoſtles : they are not more il? 
licerate than the teachers of various other deno- . _ 
minations; ſuch as the Quakers, Anabaptiſts, -- 
Moravians, and ſome Independants: they are 

not more illiterate than ſome who have been 
ordained miniſters of 'the Church of England, 
who did not ſo much as know a verb from a a 
Noun : particularly the Rev. Mr. T. who was 
originally a Merry-andrew, then a Deacon, 
then a Prieſt, then a Juſtice of the 9 if 
not of the 3 oh . 


cn They are not more a or more 
ignorant of the laws of God, than Tae — 
of Magiſtrates are of the laws of their country: 
particularly than multitudes of Mayors and 
Aldermen, who have the care, not only of our 
corporate towns, but even of our Cities NO 

if an illiterate Magiſtrate, by looking into the 
Statute-Laws, can tell what is legal and illegal; 
what pains. and puniſhments belong to evil- 
doers, - and what praiſe to them that do well!; 
why may not a Methodiſt teacher (fuppoſe he 1 
is equally illiterate) by looking into the Laws 
of God, teil what is required. therein, on r 
one hand, and what forbidden on the other; 
and alſo what Rewards and Puniſhments belong 
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to obedience, and diſobedience? And if he de- 
clares what theſe rewards and puniſhments are, 
and adds warnings, inſtructions and exhorta-- 
tions, this is nothing more than what is con 
ſtantly done, by "Oy illiterate M be ate in the: 
world. 


Again, They are not more illiterate than 
myriads of thoſe who are heads of families, who 
are ſuppoſed to be able to inſtruct all under 

their care, in the duties they owe to God, their 
neighbours and one another z. and to make uſe. 
of arguments, warnings, and exhortations, to 
engage their whole houſehold to love and fear 
God, and live in obedience to the king, and in 
love and charity with their neighbours Now 
if every maſter of a family is ſuppoſed. (without. 
the help of a univerſity education) to be capa- 
ble of doing this; why may we not ſuppoſe a: 
Methodiſt teacher capable of doing the ſame, 
vrhen Five, Ten, Twenty or A families are 
met together ? E 


* 
4 


But after all this ack about their Mkteracs, 
EY is well known there have been men of very 
conſiderable learning among them from the be · 

ginning : men who have had a regular educa- 
tion, and who have acquired conſiderable re- 
' Hawn, even in our univerſities. There have 
alſo been others, who in the courſe of thirty 
or forty years, have made themſelves well ac- 
2 1 
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quainted with the learned n with” po- 
lemieal and practical divinity, and with various 2} 
other arts and ſciences.” And as for the reſt, ſee=" 5 *Y 
ing they have been wiſe-to- win ſouls, they ned = 
not regard who clamours againſt them; as he” 
is the beſt * 'who Prins he: moſt 
cCures. 


3 Bus « They-aorrmechinles® So were Kogs- | 
I and Prophets, under the law; ſo was Chriſt and? 
* his Apoſtles, under the Goſpel; ſo were Bi- 
= ſhops, Prieſts and Deacons in later times; and. 
ſo are many who now bear ſome of the ee LE 
offices, both in Church and State. If then it i? 
no objection to theſe that they were once me- 
chanics; z where is che Candour? where is the - 
Jaſtice of urging i it againſt the Methodiſts ? ef. 

|. #” Pecially as it is nowhere ſaid in the Bible, that* _ 

$ Fo every preacher of the 1 muſt de . fine: I 
Wy Sensen? 9 e [LIES 
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Ms 
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DS: | Eighebly. cc But the 3 of Nethbdilüw 
are idle, mercenary men.“ I anſwer, As the 
generally ride, through all weathers, Tee 
Four, and ſometimes Five Thoufand miles a 
year; and, in that time, preach, with all their I 
might, Five, Six, Seven or Eight Hundred ſer- = 
mons; beſides giving near as many public ex 
hortations, viſiting the fick, and ſpeaking ts 
every member under their care, four or (Be 


3 
3 


4 


times à year; writing letters, a enforcing 5 
every other part of the Methodiſt diſcipline; it 
is impoſſible they ſhould be idle. On the other 
hand, I know from long experience, that there 
are few ways of life attended with more fa- 
tigue, and fo, likely to deſtroy a good conſtitu- 
tion, as that of a preacher among the Metho- 
diſts. I myſelf have often been ſo wearied with 
the labours of a ſingle Sabbath, that I could 
ſcarce ſleep at all the firſt night, but b ere N 8 
the ſecond, and not ſoundly till the third. Now * 
I aſk every impartial man, if this is a life of 8 N 
neſs whoſe is a life Aen. 25 whoſe 1 is a life 
E 8 | | 


But They are mercenary: cheir aim is only 
to eurich themſelves.” I anſwer, If this was. 
really their aim, never were men more diſap- 
pointed. | For, I defy any man living to ſhew ſo 

much as a fingle preacher who has enriched 
himſelf, even by preacbing for the long ſpace 
of forty or fifty years. it is true, a few of them 
(perhays vue, in ten) have got a little by mar- 
riage; though perhaps, not a quarter, or a 
tenth part of wat they would have done, had 


© 


they ſtaid-at- nome. And as to the reſt, ir ig 
| known to thouſauds, that they never aimed at 
more than a: fcanty altowa.ice to provide plain 
£o0d-aud raiment tur the preſent; and if they 


= got it (which was not enge the cal) they were re 1 
1 therewidh content.. ᷑ 1 
And as a Becher proof of Walen and mer- 
cenary men I add, had they been ſuch, would 
| God have owned their labours as he has done? 
Was it ever known, from the beginning of the i 
_ world, that impoſtors and deceivers turned thou=- = 
| fands upon thouſands from the evil of their © 1 3 
= m2 Dia any of u hes on po I 
F A kes in their hands, to the moſt e 
ing, and ſavage people; and ſo preach Chriſt | 
to them, as to conſtrain them to forſake all 
their fins, to turn to God with full purpele E 
heart, and to walk in the narrow way, the way 
of holineſs, to their lives end ? Yet all this have 
the Teachers of Methodiſm been. doing for 
Forty or Fifty years together, in the face of the+ 
ſun; and all this they continue to do unte th 28 
day, notwithſtanding every d:ſcouragement 
- thrown in their way, and every temporal in- 
convenience they labour under, Therefore ? 
_ conclude they are not a ſet of idle, mercena ; 
deceivers; but, rather, men. raiſed. up: and - 
ſent of God, to > reform. a pally land. Toe 


4 46 * 8 

04/0 we * 1 . 
NLORY to God, whoſe ſov'reigh grace, 
Hath animated ſenſeleſs ſtones; 1 


Cala us: to ſtand before his face N fer? 
And rais d us into Abraham 8 ſons. | _ - 


The people that i in > darknef lay, by 
Have ſeen lden goſpel-day, r 
e lovely face diſplay'd. - | 


_Ibon anky  Logd, the work haſt 3 „ 
And bar 0 thine arm in all our ſight, N 
Ha made the reprobates thine own, 
And claim'd we: outcaſts as thy | 


"For this the aan tile up ab. voting - 
And ceaſeleſs. praiſe de bm her 8 

F or this the * above rejoĩcese, 
We raiſe the happineſs of heav'n. 


| Suffice, that for the ſeaſon paſt, 55 „ 
Hell's horrid language fill'd our tongues; =” 
We all thy words behind us caſt, ö 
And loudly ſang the e drunkard's Tongs. 


= --. But Oh the pow'r of grace divine ! 

ln hymns we now bur voices raiſe; : 

EF  _ Eoudly in ſtrange hoſannas join, | 
. — are turn'd to praiſc! 


